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Outline

• Background
• Creating small area income poverty measures 

for 2011.
• Spatial patterning of income poverty
• Measuring inequality at small area level
• Relationship between poverty and inequality



Spatial Patterning of Poverty

• Poverty and deprivation are invariably spatially 
differentiated 

• SA colonial, segregation and apartheid legacy
– 1913 Land Act, 
– Natives (Urban Areas) Act of 1923
– Group Areas Acts 1950 – 1966
– Bantu Authorities Act 1951

• South African Indices of Multiple Deprivation (2001 
– 2011) have consistently shown the persistence of 
spatial differentiation in terms of social and 
economic segregation into the democratic era



Poverty or Inequality?

• Persistent inequality, rather than poverty per se, is 
increasingly regarded as a major correlate of various social 
problems

• But inequality usually expressed at high levels of spatial 
aggregation and says little about an individuals ‘lived 
experience’ of inequality

• Focus of the day will be to look at ways of measuring spatial 
variations in inequality drawing on the rich international 
literature of spatial segregation

• As context, the nature of spatial patterning of poverty in 
South Africa in 2011 will be described and the relationship 
between poverty and inequality at small area level examined



Income poverty at ward level



Income Poverty at small 
area level in 2011

• Hoogeveen and Özler (2006). 
• “lower bound” poverty line = R604 and an 

“upper bound” poverty line = R1113 pcpm in 
2011

• Uses published (Superstar) ward level tables 
using household income and household size  







20 Poorest Local Municipalities





















Poverty in Former 
Homelands



Measuring inequality using Lorentz 
curves/gini coefficients – examples from 
the Eastern Cape
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Comparing Income Poverty and 
Inequality at Local Municipality/Metro 
Level
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Concluding Remarks

• Income Poverty is highly spatially differentiated 
and still reflects the historical legacies of 
colonialism segregation and apartheid

• Highest poverty levels are in the former 
homelands

• Inequality and poverty do not have a simple 
relationship with each other

• More sophisticated accounts are necessary to 
reflect the lived experience of inequality
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